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Institution: University of Wisconsin-Madison:  
Course Subject, Number and Title: Psychology 601: Psychology of Juvenile 
Delinquency  
Canvas URL: https://canvas.wisc.edu/courses/86922; 3 credit hours. General education. 

 
Time / Location: Monday / Wednesday 9:00 AM to 10:15 AM, Psychology Building 1202 

Johnson St., Room 101.  
Instructional Mode: Primarily face-to-face with some blended content. 
Professor:  Michael F. Caldwell, Psy.D.;  

Office hours: MW 10:15 to 11:00 or by appointment, Psychology building 
Room 423; E-mail: mfcaldwell@wisc.edu. 

Texts:   Whitehead, & Lab Juvenile Justice: An Introduction 8e, Routledge, and Hillbilly 
Elegy, Go Big Read book, coupons will be supplied in class. Additional Readings available 
online at the Learn@UW website for this course.   
 
How credit hours are met by the course: 2.5 hours of classroom or direct 
faculty/instructor instruction and a minimum of 6.5 hours of out of class student work each 
week over approximately 15 weeks.  
 
Course Description: This is an upper level undergraduate seminar course focused on 
forensic psychology of juvenile delinquents.  Course material will address issues related to 
adolescent development and the psychology of juvenile delinquency, as well as the social 
and legal issues related to adolescent development and delinquent behavior.  The course will 
cover issues in the field of juvenile delinquency and violence, criminal prosecution of 
juvenile cases, and other issues involved in the interface between child psychology and the 
legal system.  The course format emphasizes discussion of current issues in the field of the 
law and adolescent psychology.  Students will be expected to demonstrate a thorough 
understanding of the material, and to formulate and express their own opinions on relevant 
issues.   
 
Course Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to:  

• Identify and summarize the important features of the history and process of juvenile 
justice in the United States 

• Apply important concepts and principles related to the interface of adolescent 
development, adolescent behavior, and juvenile justice. 

• Demonstrate knowledge about the relevant issues in how society addresses 
adolescent misconduct. 

• Prepare and present effective, informative and persuasive arguments in writing on 
the relevant issues.   

 
Grading: 
 1. Class participation   10% 
 2. Quizzes    30% (2, 15% quizzes) 
 3. Issue Analysis Paper  25% 
 4. Final Exam    25% 
 5. Hillbilly Elegy reaction paper 10% 

https://canvas.wisc.edu/courses/86922
mailto:Learn@UW
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Requisites: PSYCH 225 or PSYCH 285 
 
Class participation will include demonstrating that the assigned material has been read, and 
demonstrating an understanding of the issues covered.  Credit in this area will be based on 
all aspects of class participation.  However, three areas of participation will be emphasized: 
1) consistent attendance in class, 2) demonstration of a thorough familiarity and 
understanding of the assigned materials, and 3) demonstration of an ability to analyze or 
offer perspectives on the assigned issues that extends beyond an understanding of the 
information included in the assigned readings and class material.   
 
Quizzes:  The course will include two quizzes throughout the semester.  Each quiz will 
cover material in the assigned readings and class discussion that have occurred up to that 
point in the class.  Quizzes will emphasize factual material rather than analysis of the issues.  
As such, the quizzes will generally involve short answer, multiple choice, or True / False 
questions. 
 
Hillbilly Elegy Reaction Paper:  Select one chapter from the book Hillbilly Elegy for a 3 to 
5-page reaction paper.  The paper should be written in APA format, but does not need to 
include a cover page or abstract.  After describing the section, you have chosen provide an 
analysis and/or your personal reaction to the section you reference.  The expectation is that 
the majority of the paper is about your own thoughts and analysis concerning the topic you 
selected.   Cite and describe 2 or more relevant outside sources as part of your analysis.  
 
Debate Issue Paper:  This paper will be expected to provide an overview of both sides of a 
relevant issue.  Analysis issue topics will be randomly assigned in the first weeks of the 
semester.  Papers should include a summary of the primary positions on the issue and the 
relevant research basis for each position.  Public policy implications should also be 
addressed, with an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of each position.  Although 
students will be expected to thoroughly research the assigned issue, the paper should not be 
solely devoted to an extensive review of the research. Papers should, however, cite and 
discuss the most common or influential points of view on the topic and the factual basis for 
those points of view.   
 
Points that are offered as a factual basis should be referenced using a generally accepted 
citation format (such as the American Psychological Association or American Bar 
Association formats).  Students should be cautious about accepting secondary source 
characterizations of research findings as factual.  For example, if the National Man-Boy 
Love Association website claims a study by the American Psychological Association has 
shown that pedophilia is not specifically harmful to child victims, this should not be offered 
as a fact without reading the original article.  Studies conducted or funded by advocacy 
group “institutes” (i.e. the Tobacco Institute, the National Policy Institute) should also be 
evaluated for their reliability.  Students will be expected to demonstrate a full understanding 
if both sides of an issue, regardless of which side match their personal values.   
  
Papers should cover each of three broad areas: 1) the "pro" side of the issue; 2) the "con" 
side of the issue; and 3) an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of each viewpoint. 
Papers should be written in a professional, clear, and persuasive way.   
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NOTICE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 
 
Ethics of Being a Student in the Department of Psychology: 
The members of the faculty of the Department of Psychology at UW-Madison uphold the 
highest ethical standards of teaching and research. They expect their students to uphold the 
same standards of ethical conduct. By registering for this course, you are implicitly agreeing 
to conduct yourself with the utmost integrity throughout the semester. 
 
In the Department of Psychology, acts of academic misconduct are taken very seriously. 
Such acts diminish the educational experience for all involved – students who commit the 
acts, classmates who would never consider engaging in such behaviors, and instructors. 
Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, cheating on assignments and exams, 
stealing exams, sabotaging the work of classmates, submitting fraudulent data, plagiarizing 
the work of classmates or published and/or online sources, acquiring previously written 
papers and submitting them (altered or unaltered) for course assignments, collaborating with 
classmates when such collaboration is not authorized, and assisting fellow students in acts of 
misconduct. Students who have knowledge that classmates have engaged in academic 
misconduct should report this to the instructor. 
 
Complaints: 
Occasionally, a student may have a complaint about a TA or course instructor. If that 
happens, you should feel free to discuss the matter directly with the TA or instructor. If the 
complaint is about the TA and you do not feel comfortable discussing it with him or her, 
you should discuss it with the course instructor. Complaints about mistakes in grading 
should be resolved with the TA and/or instructor in the great majority of cases.  If the 
complaint is about the instructor (other than ordinary grading questions) and you do not feel 
comfortable discussing it with him or her, make an appointment to speak to the Associate 
Chair for Undergraduate Studies, Professor Goldsmith (acting) <chair@psych.wisc.edu>. 
If your complaint concerns sexual harassment, you may also take your complaint to Dr. 
Linnea Burk, Clinical Associate Professor and Director, Psychology Research and Training 
Clinic, Room 315 Psychology (262-9079; burk@wisc.edu).  
If you believe the TA or course instructor has discriminated against you because of your 
religion, race, gender, sexual orientation, or ethnic background, you may talk to the 
Associate Chair or the Department Chair, or you may also may take your complaint to the 
Office of Equity and Diversity, Room 179-A Bascom Hall (www.oed.wisc.edu)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chair@psych.wisc.edu
mailto:burk@wisc.edu
http://www.oed.wisc.edu/
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Course Outline: (Assigned readings are in parentheses) 
 
January 24   Course Introduction and History and Basics of Juvenile Delinquency (Juvenile 

Justice, Ch. 2).   
 
29  Further introduction to adolescent development (Juvenile Justice, Ch. 2). 
31 Issues in Adolescent Development: (Additional Reading: Lenroot & Giedd: Brain 

development in children and adolescents)  
 
February 5 Adolescent Development and Juvenile Justice. (Additional Reading: 

Steinberg: A behavioral scientist looks at the science of adolescent brain 
development.)  

7 Basics on the Nature of Delinquency: (Additional Reading: Blonigen: Explaining 
the relationship between age and crime: Contributions from the developmental 
literature on personality). 

 
12   Theories of Delinquency: Rational Choice and Trait Theories. (Juvenile Justice 

Ch. 3). 
14 Distance learning session: (Videos available on Canvas: We Need to Talk about 

Injustice; & Frontline: Dropout Nation). 
 
19   Theories of Delinquency: Social Structure & Process; (Juvenile Justice Ch. 4 pg. 

80-95). 
21  Theories of Delinquency: Control Theory; (Juvenile Justice Ch. 4 pg. 95-103). 
 
26 Deterrence, Defiance and Labeling Theory; (Additional Readings: Sherman, 

Defiance, Deterrence and Irrelevance: A Theory of the Criminal Sanction and 
Bernburg, Krohn, & Rivera, Official Labeling, Criminal Embeddedness, and 
Subsequent Delinquency: A Longitudinal Test of Labeling Theory). 

28  Theories of Delinquency: Developmental Theory (Additional Readings: Moffitt, 
Adolescent Limited and Life-Course-Persistent Antisocial Behavior: A 
Developmental Taxonomy.)  

 
March 5  Violence & Youth; (Additional Reading: Trivits, Lisa C.; Reppucci, & N. Dickon 

Application of Megan's law to juveniles.) 
7 Theories of Delinquency: Life Course and Career Development Issue.  Filmstrip: 

The Lost Children of Rockdale County.  
 
12 Violence & Youth: Juvenile Sex Offenders & Risk Prediction (Additional 

Reading: Caldwell Quantifying the Decline in JSOR). 
14 Youth Homicide: Youth Homicide: (Additional Reading: Case material on "Peter") 
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19 The Family & Delinquency (Juvenile Delinquency Ch. 7; Additional Readings: 
Kawabata, et.al., Maternal and paternal parenting styles pgs. 240 – 247; Olson, 
Circumplex model) 

21 Mid - Term Papers Due Violence & Youth: Filmstrip: The Killer at Thurston 
High; (Additional Reading: Psychological Reports on Kip Kinkel). 

  
– Spring Recess: March 24 to April 1 
 
April 2 Youth with C/U traits: (Additional Reading: Wooton et.al.; Ineffective Parenting 

and Childhood Conduct Problems: The Role of Callous - Unemotional Traits.) 
3  Juvenile Court Process: (Juvenile Justice Ch. 8).  
 
9  Juvenile Court Issues:  (Juvenile Justice Ch.9 and Additional Readings: Juvenile 

Court Changes in Wisconsin pg. 7-16). 
11  Juvenile Justice: Due Process in Juvenile Court: Filmstrip: When Kids Get Life. 

(Additional Reading: Juvenile justice system structure and process, from Juvenile 
Offenders and Victims, Ch. 4, 2006). 

 
16 Reaction Paper Due Treatment Issues (Additional Reading: Tate, Reppucci, et.al., 

Violent Juvenile Delinquents).  
18 Institutional Interventions: (Juvenile Justice Ch. 10, & Additional Reading: 

Reducing Violence in SJO Using Intensive Tx.).  
   
23    Community Interventions: Juvenile Probation & Community Corrections, 

(Juvenile Justice, Ch. 11).   
25 Victimization of Juveniles (Juvenile Justice Ch. 13). 
 
30 Treatment Issues (Juvenile Justice; Chapter 12, Restorative Justice). 
May 2 Treatment Issues (Additional Reading: Woodford, Home-Based Family Therapy: 

Theory and Process From "Friendly Visitors" to Multisystemic Therapy; and 
Bourdin, Mann, et.al., Multisystemic treatment of serious juvenile offenders: Long-
term prevention of criminality and violence.)  

 
May 10: Final Exam; Thursday, May 10, 5:05PM to 7:05PM.  
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Paper Assignments 
Psychology of Juvenile Delinquency 

 
Debate # 1 – Juvenile offenders (under age 18) should / should not be subject to adult 

prosecution.  
.,  
 

Debate # 2 – Single parenthood is / is not a main cause of delinquency 
 
Debate # 3 – Parental licensure will / will not reduce the level of crime and delinquency 
 
Debate #4 – In dealing with serious and violent juvenile offenders, the best approach is for 

Juvenile Courts to emphasize treatment / Juvenile Courts should emphasize 
incarceration and incapacitation. 

.  
 

Debate # 5 – Sex offender registration laws should / should not apply to juveniles. 
.  

Alternate topics:  
 
Pre-teen children’s reports of child abuse are  / are not reliable. 

 
The deterioration of the traditional family unit and conventional morals is / is not the main cause of 
the increase in juvenile violence  
 
Female delinquency is / is not a product of patriarchal domination, oppression, and discrimination of 
women. 
 
The best approach to reducing serious delinquency is to encourage personal responsibility through 
increased penalties for delinquent acts / the best approach to reducing serious delinquency is to 
increase treatment services for delinquents.  
 
Juvenile Courts should / should not be abolished. 
   
The deterioration of the traditional family unit and conventional morals is / is not the main cause of 
the increase in juvenile violence. 
 
Children of Divorce / Child Abuse is a greater national public health problem for children. 
 
Delinquency is primarily the result of rational choices for which the offender must take personal 
responsibility / Delinquency is primarily the product of social forces beyond the youth’s control. 
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